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Airport Master Plan 
 
As reported in our Spring 2007 newsletter, the City of Kingston has been considering a draft master plan for the 
Airport that proposed, among other things, the construction of a row of industrial buildings immediately next to 
Lemoine Point’s eastern boundary for airplane maintenance and painting operations. 
  
The Friends, of course, were seriously concerned about the impact of that on Lemoine Point, especially that such 
industrial activity would have a negative effect on visitors’ enjoyment of Lemoine Point’s natural setting. This 
would be particularly severe at the South end of the conservation area.  
 
We sought the support of members of City Council and others on this issue, and worked in conjunction with the 
members of the Lemoine Point Advisory Committee (two City Councillors and 6 public members) who shared 
our concerns. 
 
In the end, after various discussions and presentations regarding those concerns, including a presentation by the 
Lemoine Point Advisory Committee to Kingston City Council at its meeting to consider the master plan, it 
became apparent that the best that could be done was to build in a proviso that a full public hearing would take 
place before any such development can occur next to Lemoine Point. Council approved this unanimously.  
 
Since the City's consideration of industrial development on the airport property is not expected for at least 10 to 
15 years, we will continue to monitor this issue and be ready, when necessary, to seek public support against it, 
namely to protect Lemoine Point’s natural setting for the enjoyment of Kingstonians now and in the future. 
 
 

 
 
 

User Survey 
 

Since last spring volunteers have been conducting 
interviews of visitors to Lemoine Point and will 
continue to do so for another few months; perhaps 
you have been, or will be, one of those interviewees. 
You are asked for details as to the nature of your 
visits and what ideas you may have for the 
improvement of, or changes to, Lemoine Point.  
Much has been learned about visitor preferences and 

expectations and we will have 
some preliminary sense of that 
in time to present it at our 
upcoming Annual General 
Meeting on November 14th. 
 

 

 

Thank You! 
 

A volunteer organization like ours depends on your 
funding support to be effective and successful; 

we are, thanks to your membership contributions 
and to other generous donations. Most of you 

include a donation along with your membership 
dues. We don’t routinely send out a special 

acknowledgement letter for those, but they certainly 
are very much appreciated! 

 

Thanks! 
 



 

Beware The Dog Strangling Vine! 
 

Beware of the Dog Strangling Vine? Yes! These plants can grow together so closely, that dogs are supposed to 
be strangled if they try to push through them! It was introduced in North America from the Ukraine as an 
ornamental garden plant that would grow where other plants couldn’t. Unfortunately, it also grows where other 
plants do, and is now spreading across Eastern Ontario. You can see a lot of these vines climbing the fence 
between Coverdale Drive and the airport. Since the plants grow very closely together, the shade from them will 
stop other plants from growing. 
 

Dog Strangling Vine Beware? Definitely! The Friends’ Invasive Species Control Group cleared Dog Strangling 
Vine throughout Lemoine Point last summer. We also arranged for the City to cut the verges along Coverdale 
Drive in July to stop seed being blown into the Conservation Area. Although the plants grew back, they did not 
have time to reach maturity and produce seeds this year! 
 

The Invasive Species Control Group is a very flexible group. We met once or twice a week from May to 
September, and members helped when they could. Many thanks to everybody who helped at sometime: Pauline 
and Ron Bettney, Dave Brown, Gail Buckenham, Marilyn and Marty Chilton, John Diemer, Ann Gay, Chris and 
Phillida Hargreaves, Sandra Lopes, Larry and Pam McCurdy, David and Margo McMurray, Jane Murphy, and 
Mike Walton. Particular thanks to those who helped many times. 
 

Thanks also to Rick Knapton, Rob Gerritsen, and Tom Beaubiah of the Cataraqui Region Conservation Authority, 
with whom the Friends’ Invasive Species Control Group works very closely. 
 

Everyone is invited to help with Invasive Species Control next year. Please call Chris at 613 389 8993. 
Or email him at, hargreavescp@sympatico.ca He will make sure you get details of the meetings. 
 
 
 

Native Plant Nursery 
 
Once again the Friends of Lemoine Point Native 
Plant Nursery has had a rewarding year. We 
received two awards, one being the Cataraqui 
Conservation Foundation 2007 Conservation Award 
honouring our “effort in constructing and managing 
a native tree nursery” as well as promoting education 
and the ecological health of Lemoine Point.  The 
second was the Bill Robb Visionary Award from 
Kingston Communities In Bloom in recognition of  
“municipal greening and improvement in quality of 
life”. 
 
The nursery stock is very healthy and ready to be 
planted in this year’s Heritage Forest site that will 
serve as a windbreak for the Nursery. Our fall plant 
sale was a great success both financially and as a 
means of raising the Friends’ profile in the 
community. It’s wonderful to see how much public 
interest there is in using native plants in the home 
garden.  
 
We have had a variety of wildlife visitors this year: 
the usual squirrel brigade, plus chipmunks, snakes, 
rabbits, frogs of several sizes, deer patrolling the 
outside of the fence, two snapping turtles, a peahen,  

 
 
 
 
 

painted turtles, voles, and to top it all off, a pair of 
least weasels. I do wish one of us had had a camera 
when the weasels came to visit. Thanks to the 
volunteers who attend work sessions every week and 
to those who support us as we carry on the growing 
effort.  
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Sightings   
 

Fishers  /  Turtles  /  Squirrels 
 
 

For a natural area within a rather urban setting, Lemoine Point continues to be a place where you can find a great 
variety of wildlife. In addition to many kinds of birds and mammals, recent reported sightings include weasels and 
fishers. If on your walks you see something unusual or of special interest, please share your “sighting” by 
reporting it to a Board member or to our e-mail or phone.  
 
 
Rather surprising is the fisher, a reclusive and still somewhat 
uncommon but aggressive carnivore. The name “fisher” is a bit 
of a misnomer since it is not known to fish although it readily 
eats dead fish. They prefer dense forest of mixed hardwoods 
and conifers but are also found in second growth stands like 
Lemoine Point. They prey on small mammals, including 
porcupines, and will kill dogs and cats. The adult male is 2.5 to 
3.5 feet in length with a medium to dark brown coat and bushy 
tail and is largely nocturnal; females are half that size.  
 
 

Also of interest are recent sightings of turtles in our Native 
Plant Nursery that, though far removed from any water, is 
obviously a desirable target for pregnant lady turtles (or do 
they misinterpret the meaning of “Nursery”?). Recently, while 
working there, Larry McCurdy accidentally uncovered a nest 
of baby painted turtles (each about the size of a quarter) and 
was able to place one successfully in a pond. He also saw two 
large snapping turtles (about the size of very large dinner 
plates) preparing their nests within a sandy area of the 
Nursery and has marked these nests for further observation. 
Like the fisher, the snapping turtle can be very aggressive and 
vicious when threatened. If you should run into one by all 
means admire it and photograph it but don’t try to handle it. 
 

 
 
When visiting Lemoine Point perhaps you have seen 
or heard a red squirrel! These tree dwelling squirrels 
occur mainly in coniferous forests but have recently 
returned to the deciduous woods in Lemoine Point. 
They are active between dusk and dawn: and if you 
don’t see it you most certainly will hear it. They are 
aggressive and unsociable while noisily defending 
their territories and food caches, and can become so 
enraged at an intruder that they stamp their feet, jerk 
their tails and angrily chatter a long and noisy  
chir-r-r-r, chir-r-r-r. But they do have their peaceful 
moments and Jerry Zabel photographed this red 
squirrel enjoying a sugar maple flower for lunch.  


