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New staff join the CRCA

Environmental Planner
Lindsay Closs

Lindsay Closs has joined the
Cataraqui Region Conservation
Authority (CRCA) as an environ-
mental planner.

“Working for the CRCA has
been great so far,” she says. “I cer-
tainly enjoy the balance between
my work in the office and out in
the field. I am also impressed with
the team approach in reviewing
watershed issues.”

Lindsay’s family is from
Kingston but she has lived
in Toronto, Mississauga and
Brampton. Now she’s in Sunbury
and says she considers herself “a
city girl slowly adjusting to rural
life.”

She earned a B.A. (Honours)
in urban studies and sociology
from the University of Toronto.
Lindsay has a Master’s degree in
planning from the School of Urban
and Regional Planning at Queen’s
University with a focus on land
use and real estate development.

Lindsay worked as a planning
intern for the City of Kingston
then as assistant planner for the
Township of Elizabethtown-Kitley.

She lists her many pets among
her interests as well as member-
ship in a knitting and craft club
and gardening.

“I have taken up the game of
golf this year which has been both
frustrating and fun at times,” she
says. “And | am a longtime fan of
the greatest hockey team ever . . .
the Detroit Red Wings.”

In other personnel news, GIS
Technician Luke Eades, who
acquired his master’s degree
shortly after joining the CRCA, has
returned to academia. He moved
to Montreal to enroll in the McGill

University’s doctoral program in
the geography faculty. He will
specialize in public participation
geographic information systems.

Luke says he will be work-
ing with Cree from Wemindji,
Quebec, on James Bay to help
map traditional and current land
uses. He will also assess the uses
of mapping technologies by indig-
enous groups in a rapidly global-
izing world.

He says he plans someday to
use his education for research or
teaching.

Luke will be missed for many
reasons, among them, his skill
in the
kitchen,
especial-
ly when
it comes
to cre-
ating
mouth-
water-
ing
guaca-
mole.

GIS Technician Luke
Eades, off to Montreal

Keeping tabs on

Remote monitoring technology
helps Water Resources Engineer
Sean Watt of the Cataraqui
Region Conservation Authority
(CRCA) protect your water supply.

Okay, maybe it’s not quite that
simple, but technology enables
him to remotely obtain informa-
tion relating to that supply.

“Because we need data for
our water budget work, we are
purchasing and installing these
sensors to fill our data gaps,”
explains Mr. Watt.

A water budget resembles its
financial counterpart that docu-
ments money in and out. Instead
of money, think water. To protect
the water supply, you need to
know how much there is; hence
Mr. Watt’s interest in establishing
a water budget.

“This (remote monitoring) also
is a start on the expected moni-
toring component of the source
water protection work,” adds
Mr. Watt. “This will hopefully
be a longer term project of the
Conservation Authority.”

Protecting Ontario’s drink-
ing water in the wake of the
Walkerton tragedy motivated pas-

IS Technician Erin

Lockridge, joins the team

Luke’s replacement is Erin
Lockridge who becomes the new
GIS Technician. Erin earned a
BA in geographic analysis from
Ryerson University.

“As part of a student intern-
ship program last summer, | was
employed with the environ-
mental emergencies division at
Environment Canada,” she says.

Erin is a local resident.

“I grew up just outside of the
village of Newburgh where my
parents own and operate a dairy
farm,” she says. “I've always
enjoyed outdoor activities such as
sports.”

Erin says she welcomes the
chance to join the CRCA team.

Also new to the CRCA regula-
tion enforcement team are Andrew
Schmidt and Tyler Graham.
Andrew is the new Development
Officer and has an extensive back-
ground in regulation enforcement.

A graduate of Carleton
University, he also is a cer-
tified technician with the
Ontario Association of Certified
Engineering Technicians and
Technologists. Before coming to
the CRCA, Andrew spent 15 years
at Quinte Conservation. Before
that he worked for Kettle Creek
Conservation Authority in south-
western Ontario.

His interests include hunting,
hiking and outdoor activities. He
also volunteers as a minor league
hockey coach.

Working with Andrew is Tyler
Graham who recently graduated
form St. Lawrence College’s civil
engineering technology program
after spending 15 years as a gen-
eral contractor.

Working as the CRCA’s

Development Officer
Andrew Schmidt

Development Technician, he helps
Andrew implement the CRCA reg-
ulations relating to fill, wetlands,
shorelines, watercourses and val-
leys.

evelopment Technician

Tyler Graham

Mother Nature using remote monitoring fechnology

sage of the Clean Water Act. The
CRCA, and Ontario’s other 35
conservation authorities, are con-
ducting intensive research into
water supplies (the water budget)
to enable planning to protect
water sources.

Mr. Watt relies on his remote
monitoring devices to measure air
temperature, water temperature,
humidity and precipitation across
the CRCA jurisdiction.

There are air temperature
sensors installed at four well
locations and air temperature/
humidity sensors at two well
locations.

“The air temperature and
humidity sensors will help to
compare to the water temperature
sensors, but also to help identify
evapotranspiration across the
jurisdiction and where it may
be higher or lower and how it
changes over the course of the
year.”

Evapotranspiration is the com-
bination of evaporation (from
surface water and soil) and tran-
spiration (water released from the
leaves of plants). It is estimated

using precipitation, tempera-
ture, soil and latitude data, and
in some methods, cloud cover,
hours of sunshine, and solar
radiation as well.

There is also one air
temperature and one air
temperature/humidity sensor at
the CRCA Administration Office.

There are water temperature
sensors deployed at 12 sites
across the watershed at places
likely to experience groundwater
discharge.

“The water temperature data
will give an indication of ground-
water discharge in the stream,”
explains Mr. Watt. “If the water
is considerably cooler than the
air temperature, there is probably
some groundwater discharge.
This tells us where the water may
come from and that leads into
possible protection schemes.”

And there are six precipitation
gauges in place as part of
the CRCA flood forecasting
and warning network, two
precipitation gauges at well
locations, and a few additional
gauges to be installed.

“Precipitation gauges help
relate water level changes to pre-

cipitation events and hopefully
give us a better understanding of

recharge to the groundwater table

from rain events,” says Mr. Watt.

Data collected will be com-
pared to longer term data from
Environment Canada climate sta-

tions.

Water Resources Engineer Sean
Watt downloads data from a
remote weather monitoring
device at Little Cataraqui Creek
Conservation Area.
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(RCA honours conservation partners, volunteers

The Cataraqui Region Conservation
Authority celebrated partnerships with its
volunteers and funding agencies on June
27.

This was billed as a celebration of the
contributions of 37 past CRCA members,
donors and volunteers. Conservation
Authority Chair Bob Morrison started with
presentations to former board members
with more than five years of service. These
included: John Conley — 31 years (1975-
2006); George Sutherland — six years
(2000-2006); and Ric Bresee - six-plus
years (2000 - 2007).

Mr. Morrison then recognized other
former CRCA board members includ-
ing: Michael Brown, Ron Smith, Derek

CRCA Chair Bob Morrison welcomed Laura
Mousseau representing the Greenlands
Program that contributed to two land
assembly projects.

McKeown, Floyd Patterson, Ed Smith, the
late Dennis Arrowsmith, Neil Patterson and
Gary Davison.

Next to be recognized were major
donors to CRCA programs.

These included: Community
Foundation of Greater Kingston, Cataraqui
Conservation Foundation, The Davies
Foundation, Trans Canada Pipeline
Limited, Invista — both the Brockville and
Kingston plants, NPIF Cogen Kingston
Inc., Ducks Unlimited Canada, City of
Kingston, TD Friends of the Environment,
Nature Conservancy of Canada, Lennox
Snow Fence Company Ltd., Procter and
Gamble Ltd., Frontenac Community
Futures Development Corporation,

Pat Hodson, lan Hodson and John Diemer

share a moment after Mr. Hodson was hon-
oured for service to the Friends of Lemoine
Point Conservation Area. Mr. Diemer is the

Ontario Aggregate Resources Corp.,
Ministry of Natural Resources, Ministry
of the Environment, Fisheries and Oceans
Canada, Environment Canada and Trees
Ontario Foundation.

Then Mr. Morrison named major volun-
teer contributors that included: lan Hodson,
Lemoine Point Ad Hoc Committee; Don
Coulter, Cataraqui Trail; Cataraqui Trail
Management Board; Canadian Ski Patrol;
Friends of Lemoine Point; Friends of Mac
Johnson Wildlife Area; and The Rideau Trail
Association.

The event included a dinner and
was held at the Outdoor Centre at Little
Cataraqui Creek Conservation Area.

Ingrid and John Conley were among the
guests; Mr. Conley served 31 years on the
CRCA board, twice as its chair.

Former CRCA Chair John Conley, CRCA
General Manager Steve Knechtel and
CRCA Chair Bob Morrison enjoy the fes-
tivities.

Stewart Fyfe, representing the Cataraqui
Conservation Foundation, presents a
$213,000 cheque to CRCA Chair Bob
Morrison at the partner appreciation
event.

Friends’ chair.

(RCA partners with Queen’s on important projects

The Cataraqui Region
Conservation Authority (CRCA)
and Queen’s University are col-
laborating on projects providing
practical experience for students
and research for the conservation
authority.

“We will have at least four
projects and possibly five,” says
the CRCA Watershed Management
Coordinator Mara Shaw.

Fourth year engineering design
students will determine whether
repairs are needed to the footings
of an old railway bridge now part
of the Cataraqui Trail at Yarker.

“The project will start with an
underwater analysis to determine
how much scouring has occurred,
then evaluate whether repairs are
required,” explains Ms. Shaw. “The
CRCA will end up with an engi-
neering design of how footings can
be repaired.”

The engineering design students
will investigate replacing another

bridge, this one located on the
K&P Trail at Millhaven Reservoir.

“Currently only two concrete
abutments remain,” says Ms. Shaw.
“We will need to replace the
bridge to reconnect the trail.”

Students will design and cost
the project.

The engineering design students
also will take a critical look at an
existing design for replacement
of the deteriorating Babcock Mill
dam.

“We would like the students
to consider the design, evalu-
ate options and see if they can
propose a dam that would have a
more reasonable cost,” says Ms.
Shaw.

Here’s how these first three
projects work. At the end of the
academic year, each group will
act as a design firm and present
its findings to civil engineering
professors and CRCA staff acting
as the client. This is directed by

Queen’s Professor Dave Turcke.

“Thank you very much for
being part of our team of industry
clients,” he writes to Ms. Shaw
in an e-mail. “The projects look
exciting and challenging.”

The CRCA also works with the
School or Urban and Regional
Planning (SURP) at Queen’s.

“SURP graduate students will
tackle a CRCA planning project
as a year-long exercise,” says Ms.
Shaw.

The project focuses on the
Collins Creek greenway.

“The students will consider all
available information, meet with
stakeholders and make recommen-
dations for a trail network, con-
nections, easements and land pur-
chases and this will constitute their
final report,” explains Ms. Shaw.

Queen’s law students will take
on two CRCA projects. First, they
will investigate whether rural
municipalities can enact water

conservation by-laws.

“The Ministry of Natural
Resources is very interested in the
outcome of this project,” says Ms.
Shaw.

The final report will contain no
legal advice, but legal information.
The other project will deter-
mine ways to improve on the cur-
rent CRCA planning and regulation

implementation policies.

Finally, the Queen’s law and
land use and planning class may
become involved in a project yet
to be established.

CRCA personnel involved
in these projects, in addition to
Ms. Shaw, include: Conservation
Lands Coordinator Rob Gerritsen,
Watershed Engineer Abdullah
Hossain, Environmental Planner
Lindsay Closs, Development
Officer Andrew Schmidt and
Ecological Planner Christine
Woods.

Assessing the condition of the
Yarker bridge on the Cataraqui
Trail is one of several projects
being undertaken by Queen’s
University students this year.
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Groundwater study
to be presented fo
municipal councils

Five years of study and discussion have
been invested into an important ground-
water study that will be presented to four
municipal councils in October.

“The study tells us what we have in
groundwater and whether there may be
issues with the availability of water,”
explains Cataraqui Region Conservation
Authority (CRCA) General Manager Steve
Knechtel. “Another benefit is that groundwa-
ter is ‘out of sight-out of mind’ so this study
reminds us that what we do on the ground’s
surface may impact on water below.”

The study participants are the municipal-
ities of Kingston, Loyalist Township, Greater
Napanee and South Frontenac Township.
Other partners were the Ministry of the
Environment and the CRCA.

The study, launched in 2002, looked at
general groundwater patterns in the western
part of CRCA jurisdiction. It addresses ques-
tions about depth, flow, quality and quan-
tity. The study also considers the susceptibil-
ity of groundwater to contamination, so
there are vital public health overtones.

Water sampling disclosed the existence
of bacteria in a high percentage of wells
and the report reflects this concern, says Mr.
Knechtel.

Possible remedies include the wise appli-
cation of land use planning.

“The study raises awareness because
a lot of people in our jurisdiction depend
on wells for their water supplies and some

Once a well has been drilled, it has to be
maintained. By taking care of your well and
septic system you can ensure that you con-
tinue to have safe drinking water.

don’t necessarily understand the relation-
ship between wells and septic systems,”
says Mr. Knechtel.

The study emphasizes a need for more
public education about both.

“You don't just install them, you’ve got to
look after them,” says Mr. Knechtel.

The report contains recommendations
that emphasize non-regulatory approaches
to problems. And with its completion, the
four municipalities, the CRCA and the local
health unit are charged with drafting an
implementation plan. Landowner education
programs are expected to follow.

Cataraqui Trail volunteers plan busy fall

The Cataraqui Trail will also be at the
IPM. Not only will they have a booth, but
the Trail is located immediately adjacent to
the IPM site. Guests in the on-site RV park
will be encouraged to hike or cycle along
the trail. Horseback riders are also wel-
come! Be sure to drop by the Cataraqui Trail
booth in the Conservation Tent at the IPM.

New signs and trail surface improve-
ments will also be undertaken this fall,
courtesy of a grant from the Valley
Heartland Community Futures Development
Corporation. Large signs will be installed at
the intersections of the trail with Highway
15 and Highway 42.

More signs will be installed at other loca-
tions this fall, once
funding has been
confirmed.

The Cataraqui
Trail is operated

l-\

and maintained by a group of volunteers
directed by the Cataraqui Trail Management
Board. All funds for the operation and main-
tenance of the Trail have to be raised. Trail
volunteers are organizing another Bike and
Hike fundraiser for Saturday, October 13,
with lunch and a pit stop at the Chaffeys
Locks Community Hall. Collect pledges and
raise funds for the Trail by hiking or bik-

ing. For details, see the What’s Happening
section on pages 6 and 7. Pledge forms are
available on the CRCA website, at the CRCA
Administration Office or by calling (613)
546-4228 ext. 304 and leaving a message.

Cataraqui Trail volunteer Kay Cartwright
gets ready to ride for the annual Bike and
Hike fundraiser.

CRCA joins 5 other conservation authorities fo
participate in the Infernational Plowing Match

The Cataraqui Region Conservation
Authority (CRCA) and five other eastern
Ontario conservation authorities will
share booth space in the Conservation
Tent at the International Plowing Match
(IPM) September 18 to 22 at Crosby.

The last time an IPM was held in
Leeds County was 1939. Each year,
the event host, the Ontario Plowman’s
Association, partners with a local
association to organize and host the
event. It is billed as the largest event
ever staged within Leeds and Grenville
Counties.

This five-day event includes a mas-
sive, tented city consisting of farm and
rural-related exhibits and vendors.

This includes antique and historical
displays, educational areas, a huge rec-
reational vehicle park and a variety of
entertainment in addition to the plow-
ing competition.

Some 52 committees are work-
ing together to stage this mammoth
event. The CRCA is involved with the
Grenville Stewardship Council that
coordinates the conservation tent.

Organizers say they expect to draw
more than 20,000 people daily with
total attendance expected to exceed
80,000 over the five days of the event.
To cope with the crowds, more than

1,500 volunteers are trained for a vari-
ety of roles.

IPM literature suggests the economic
impact will exceed $25 million to the
local economy. It will cost in excess of
$3 million to stage it but organizers are
hoping it will leave a major fund-rais-
ing legacy.

The IPM operates from 8:30 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. daily. Admission is $12 at
the gate while children, ages six to 15,
are admitted for $6. Children under
five are admitted free.

The participating conserva-
tion authorities include the CRCA,
Quinte Conservation, Rideau Valley
Conservation Authority, South Nation
Conservation Authority, Mississippi
Valley Conservation Authority and the
Raisin Region Conservation Authority.

The conservation authorities’ booth
will feature information on land and
water stewardship, information about
source water protection and Professor
Trout, an animated fish that talks to
visitors who ask questions. A highlight
of the conservation tent program will
be daily performances by the birds of
the Canadian Raptor Conservancy.

Plan to attend the IPM and look for
the conservation authorities’” booth in
the Conservation Tent.
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Foundation News

As we ease into a new season, we both
look back to recent Foundation achieve-
ments and look forward to our November
Forever Green gala evening and other future
happenings. Let’s talk about the future first,
and then describe our recent accomplish-
ments.

The Cataraqui Conservation Foundation’s
major fundraising event of the year is the
Forever Green gala dinner and auction,
scheduled this year for Saturday, November
10, 2007, at the Royal Military College Staff
Officers’ Mess. The event also features a live
auction and silent auction. It's a great place
to do some early Christmas shopping while
supporting the CRCA's conservation educa-
tion and land acquisition programs.

Dinner tickets are $90 each, and be
sure to reserve yours early since this is a
popular event. We also invite you to con-
tribute financially toward the dinner, donate
an item for the Forever Green auction, or
advertise your business in the Forever Green
program. Contact Lynne Kenny at (613)
544-8068 for more information about the
gala.

The Foundation will also reach out to
you shortly for assistance in sponsoring
students or entire classes for the CRCA's
conservation education programs. Expect
a Partners in Education letter later this
month. Last year, your generous contribu-
tions helped more than 8,000 area school
children take part in the CRCA’s conserva-
tion education programs at Little Cataraqui
Creek Conservation Area in Kingston,
as well as supporting Environmental
Connections’ education programs at Mac
Johnson Wildlife Area in Brockville. We
need your support again this year to help
these programs continue.

Now for the Cataraqui Conservation

Foundation’s recent accomplishments. Since

we last gave you an update on its activities,

the Foundation has:

¢ given the 2007 Conservation Award to
the Lemoine Point Native Plant Nursery
Committee

e convened its annual general meeting and
elected a new board

e raised over $200,000 toward the CRCA'’s
acquisition of the Bayview Wetland

¢ forged close linkages with the
Community Foundation for Greater
Kingston to enhance management of
endowment funds

¢ held a Foundation board retreat focusing
on long range planning.

Here’s a bit more information about each
of these accomplishments.

The Foundation conveyed its 2007
Conservation Award to the Friends of
Lemoine Point’s Native Plant Nursery
Committee, honouring their years of vol-
unteer effort constructing and managing a
native tree nursery in order to propagate
seedlings suitable for reforestation and
shoreline enhancement at the Lemoine
Point Conservation Area. The Conservation
Award is given annually to a community
member or group who has volunteered time
to promote conservation through educa-
tion, direct conservation action or advocacy.
The Lemoine Point nursery committee con-
tinues to make a remarkable contribution
to the ecological health of Lemoine Point
Conservation Area and so serve future gen-
erations.

At the Foundation’s Annual General
Meeting, members elected a new board
of directors. Let us thank outgoing board

The 2007 Conservation Award was presented to the Friends of Lemoine Point’s Native Plant
Nursery Committee. Liz Evans, left, and Lynne Kenny, right, of the Cataraqui Conservation
Foundation flank Nursery Committee members Jane Murphy and Myles McCabe.

members and introduce those who joined
the board in 2007.

Those retiring from the Cataraqui
Conservation Foundation in 2007 include
Dan Atack, Annie Barwise, John Conley,
and Liz Evans. These four individuals
provided strong leadership during their
tenure on the board and we thank them for
their efforts.

We welcome the following new
members of the Cataraqui Conservation
Foundation board of directors: Betty
Boone, Karen Cullum, Cathy McCart, and
CRCA Chair Bob Morrison. These new
board members join several members con-
tinuing from last year. The 2007 Cataraqui
Conservation Foundation board is as fol-
lows:

John Morse, President

Michael Bell, Vice-President

Jean Churchill-Wilson, Treasurer

Irees are prominent in the friends of Lemoine Point’s fall plans

Barbara Bradfield, Secretary

Directors: Betty Boone, Christine
Cannon, Karen Cullum, Ross Forrest,
Stewart Fyfe, Lorna Hendry, Lynne Kenny,
Graham Lodge, Cathy McCart, Bob
Morrison, and Bill Warwick. Honourary
directors are Moira Drummond, Marian
Ellis, and Anne Hutchison.

Thanks to the leadership of its 2006
board, the Foundation galvanized public
interest early in 2007 and raised well
over $200,000 toward acquisition of the
Bayview Wetland in a brief three-month
fundraising campaign. This is more than
double the Foundation'’s original target of
$100,000. We thank many individuals and
organizations in the Kingston community
and beyond for having the vision and
financial resources to assist us in acquiring
this valuable property.

When you think of Lemoine Point Conservation
Area, two things probably come to mind — the
beautiful shoreline along Collins Bay and the
magnificent hardwood forest. The Friends of
Lemoine Point have a number of projects underway
to help maintain this natural area for future
generations.

Each year, the Friends plant trees and shrubs to
enhance the existing forest. Volunteers are always
welcome to join them. This year’s planting is being
held on Saturday, November 3 from 9:00 a.m. to
noon. Most of the trees and shrubs for this year’s
planting have been grown in the Lemoine Point
Native Plant Nursery. Since 2005, more and more
of the stock has been provided by the Nursery. This
is their biggest year yet!

“Fall is a beautiful time to visit Lemoine Point,

and what better reason than to come out and
help us plant these trees and shrubs” says Friends’
volunteer Larry McCurdy.

“You can admire your handiwork every time you
walk at Lemoine Point,” adds McCurdy. “The deer,
the birds, the squirrels, and other critters will also
thank you.”

If you are interested in helping and would like
more information, please call:

Larry McCurdy (613) 389-6427

Jerry Zabel (613) 389-1323.

Volunteers are asked to meet at the north
parking lot off Coverdale Road.

Fall is also a great time to plant some trees and
shrubs in your own backyard. The Friends are also
planning a Native Plant Nursery Sale to share some
of their bounty and to raise funds for the nursery.

The sale is being planned over two weekends:

September 29 and 30

October 13 and 14.

You can purchase trees, shrubs and wildflowers
grown at Lemoine Point Conservation Area from
local seed sources. Plants grown from local sources
are hardier and grow better than those that come
from far away.

Prices range from $2.00 to $12.00 per plant.
Trees and shrubs are at least two years old. Many
varieties are available. A complete plant list is
available on the CRCA website.

Proceeds from the sale go to the Friends of
Lemoine Point and are put back into the nursery to
grow more native stock.




News from Mac Johnson Wildlife

Where would we be without our Friends?
Probably even further behind than we are!
With only four full-time operations staff to
take care of over 4,000 hectares of land, the
CRCA relies heavily on its volunteers.

The Friends of Mac Johnson have done a
lot of work on trails and installing signage
this year at Mac Johnson Wildlife Area in
Brockville. They helped to get the trails
ready for the cross-country ski races as part
of the Senior Winter Games this past winter,
have helped with several events, built map
kiosks and installed trail markers and other

Another successtul
summer for CRCA camps

Two trips to Gould Lake Conservation Area
each week rounded out the fun for campers
during the Nature Explorers Camp.

Children ranging in ages from six to
11 years old had a blast at our Nature
Explorers Camp. Each week had a different
theme filled with games, hikes, adventures,
crafts, guest speakers, swimming at Gould
Lake and much more. The camp staff want
to thank all the camp participants. All camp
staff are returning and are gearing up for
another great summer in July and August of
2008. Watch for camp photos to be posted
soon on the CRCA website!

Youth aged 12 to 14 enjoyed the
Wilderness Backpacking Experience once
again this summer. They developed their
backpacking and no-trace camping skills
in the wilds of Frontenac Provincial Park.
Despite some scary thunderstorms, a good
time was had by all.

The Wilderness Backpacking Experience
will take a hiatus next summer as our
education officer Stana Luxford will be on
maternity leave. However, we will be pro-

viding an oppor-
tunity for 12 to
n 14 year-olds to
{ become counsel-
A g lors in training.
Watch for more
details in January
2008!

signs. Their hard work has made a tremen-
dous improvement in the Wildlife Area.

The Friends’ efforts were recognized in
a small way at the CRCA's partner appre-
ciation event held in June 2007. They also
make an effort to recognize their hard-work-
ing and long-serving volunteers. Don Wright
is one of these people. He was recognized
at a Friends meeting in February 2007.

Don was a founding member of the
Friends and continues to be a very active
volunteer. He has done everything from
building fence and clearing trails to

CRCA offers Conservation Education programs af two conservation areas this fal

Beginning this fall, the CRCA will be
offering conservation education programs
for area school children at two of its facili-
ties — Little Cataraqui Creek Conservation
Area in Kingston and Mac Johnson Wildlife
Area in Brockville.

The programs in Brockville were previ-
ously run by Environmental Connections,
but they decided to stop running the pro-
grams effective June 30, 2007. The CRCA
board agreed that education is a priority
and have agreed to run the programs on
a trial basis from September 2007 to June
2008.

Although the CRCA is taking over
the programs, schools won't see a lot of
changes this year. Ron Gardiner will still
be running the programs and all bookings
will be made through Ron. He will con-
tinue to share his keen interest in nature
and the environment with Brockville area
school children. Call Ron at (613) 342-
5824 to make a booking or e-mail ron.
gardiner@sympatico.ca.

The CRCA's 2007 Conservation

researching the history of the Mac
Johnson Wildlife Area. Way to go,
Don!

We hope to see you at the
Friends’ annual Mac Johnson
Wildlife Festival on Sunday,
October 14. From 11:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. you can enjoy the beau-
tiful fall colours at Mac Johnson
Wildlife Area. This year we are
featuring Voyageur canoe tours
of the reservoir courtesy of the
Rideau River Roundtable. Children
of all ages will enjoy pond dip-
ping, pumpkin carving and other
great activities. You can bring a
picnic lunch or buy something at
the Friends’ barbecue. Admission
is just $5 per car and all proceeds
help to support Mac Johnson
Wildlife Area.

Our Trumpeter Swan population
continues to grow! There were two
new cygnets born this spring.

2007.

CRCA board member and Friends
volunteer Colin Boag helps to
build one of the map kiosks at Mac
Johnson Wildlife Area.

Education programs at Little Cataraqui
Creek Conservation Area have, so far,
been a great success. A diversity of ages
from preschoolers to adult learners from
the Limestone District School Board,
Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic District
School Board, and local private schools
participated in our winter, Maple Madness
and spring programs. Classes leave the
Little Cataraqui Creek Conservation Area
with big smiles after participating in one
of our many programs, be it dipping for
creatures in the marsh to navigating their
way around the trails using maps and com-
passes.

We are now accepting bookings for
2007-2008 school year. All of our pro-
grams connect to the provincial curriculum
for kindergarten to grade 12 students. We
also have special programs for preschool
and adult learners. Visit our website
for more details at www.cataraquiregion.
on.ca or call (613) 546-4228 ext. 251 to
make a program booking.

Don Wright, a founding member of the Friends of Mac
Johnson Wildlife Area, was honoured for his efforts in
February 2007.

More Trumpeter swan cygnets were born in spring

Ron Gardiner, shown here during a wet-
land program, is continuing to teach
conservation education programs at Mac
Johnson Wildlife Area. The programs will
now be offered by the CRCA.






